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SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/2/2023 6:33:44 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. Testifying for Rainbow 
Family 808 Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Rainbow Family 808 strongly supports SB891.  Please pass this bill.   

Mike Golojuch, Sr., Secretary/Board Member 

 





http://www.hhhrc.org/


SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 10:42:31 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Velika Yasay Testifying for PERIOD 
The Menstrual Movement Support Remotely Via 

Zoom 
 
 
Comments:  

Testify Via Zoom 
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SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/4/2023 5:17:03 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shandhini Raidoo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am submitting this testimony in strong support of SB 891. I am a board-certified obstetrician-
gynecologist and the vast majority of my patient require menstrual products.  These can be 
difficult for many people to afford, and worrying about having enough products or bleeding 
while away from home can impact people's mental health and their ability to participate in their 
community. Having menstrual products readily available at no cost in public places will alleviate 
much of this stress and allow people to go about their lives with dignity.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration, 

Shandhini Raidoo, MD, MPH 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 11:48:16 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara J. Service Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill to make free menstrual products available in certain locations. 

This is long overdue! 

  

Barbara J. Service MSW (ret.) 

Child Welfare Supervisor 

Kupuna Advocate 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/3/2023 5:08:33 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

M. Chong Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote to support SB891.  

 



TO: Members of the Committees Government Operations & Health and Human 
Services 

 
FROM: Natalie Iwasa 
 808-395-3233 
 
HEARING: 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 7, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: SB 891, Free Menstrual Products in State Buildings – OPPOSED 
 
 
Aloha Chairs McKelvey and San Buenaventura and Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for allowing the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 891, 
which would authorize the Department of Accounting and General Services 
to put free menstrual products in state-owned buildings such as libraries. 
 
First, let’s all understand that these products would not be “free.” 
 
Second, no, just no.  Just vote “no.” 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/4/2023 11:58:03 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brittney Hedlund Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura and Chair McKelvey, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members, 

  

I am testifying in support of SB891 to require the Department of Accounting andGeneral 
Services to provide menstrual productsa at no cost in each covered restroom of each covered 
public building. Furthermore, the bill requires access for all menstruating people by providing 
products in gender-neutral restrooms and in absence of that, in at least one men's restroom with 
signance in the remaining men's restrooms. I support this because I was just at the capital 
yesterday and there were no free period products whatsoever in every restroom I visited.  

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/4/2023 12:14:12 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicelle Herron Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe that all period products should be available and tax free to those who need them. It si 
incredibly helpful for those without financial security to have access but also, as much as you try 
to track, flows can be inconsistent. It is important to provide access for when something happens. 
If not, it can lead to having to leave work or school early, missing out on pay and important 
pieces of information, not to mention the shame and embarrassment that gets added.  

 





SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/4/2023 4:52:51 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brenna Palmer-Perry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Women should be provided with access to necessary menstruation products. We do not control 
what happens to our bodies and it is a natural occurrence. Adding taxes as well as the cost makes 
these products often unaffordable and they are usually inconvenient to access.  

 



ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 

S.B. NO. 891, RELATING TO MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS. 

 DATE: February 4, 2023 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Via Videoconference  

TESTIFIER: Keopu'u Napoleon-Ahn 

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee: 

I am a graduate student at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa Thompson School 

of Social Work, and I strongly support SB891. Girls and women deserve improved 

accessibility to accessible menstruation products.  

Hawai'i has the nation's highest living costs. Due to growing costs and stagnating 

wages, State families struggle financially. As a result, when essentials for health and 

well-being have to be prioritized based on a hierarchy, necessities like food, water, and 

shelter are given precedence, and menstrual hygiene becomes secondary despite its 

equivalency. When girls and women lack clean facilities and cannot buy menstrual 

health products to meet their monthly demands, they are at a higher risk of physical and 

mental health risks. When free menstrual products are readily available in public 

buildings, physical and mental health risks will decrease, thus alleviating period poverty. 

Hawai'i's already high living cost further exacerbates period poverty. More 

research and engagement are needed to address this public health issue adequately. 

 

Mahalo, 

Keopu'u Napoleon-Ahn 

 









SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/5/2023 10:59:22 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stason Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB891 because this bill is an initiative that takes steps to address menstrual inequity by 
reducing health risks, alleviating the burden of period poverty, and protecting the dignity of all 
menstruating people. 

Menstrual products are a basic necessity akin to toilet paper, hand soap, and other personal 
hygiene products, but are economically out of reach for a growing number of menstruating girls, 
women, and gender-diverse people 

Establishing wider access to free menstrual products would help to ensure more inclusive and 
equitable access to public facilities, reduce barriers faced by visitors to state buildings meeting 
basic needs, and promote greater menstrual equity in the State. 

Mahalo! 

  

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/5/2023 11:46:09 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Edith Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support period products in state offices and colleges in Hawaii. 

  

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/5/2023 12:46:17 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christy MacPherson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Gabbard and the Senate Committee on Government 
Operations and Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino and the Senate Committee on 
Health and Human Services, 

I am in strong support of SB891.  This is an important step towards menstrual equity for 
members of our community who cannot afford to pay for period products.  No one should have 
to worry about being able to take care of their most basic physical needs.  

Mahalo for your consideration. 

 











SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/5/2023 6:57:23 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Fuli Soa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura andChair McKelvey, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members, 

I am testifying in support of SB891 to require the Department of Accounting and General 
Services to provide menstual products at no cost in each covered public building.  Furthermore 
the bill requires access for all menstruating people by providing products in gender-neutral 
restrooms and in absence of that, in at least one men's restroo, with signage in the remaining 
men's restrooms. 

  

I support this because through my work at our school family resource center I have seen how 
many families struggle to make ends meet.  Basic necessities such as feminine products should 
not be inaccessible for any family.  The passing of this bill will bring relief to many needy 
families. 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/5/2023 7:21:52 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Audreea E Ewing Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Menstral cycles are not something we as women can control. It is an inevitable part of growing 
older. Some women have it easier then others and can, to some extent, track when it will happen 
and prepare for it in advance, however not all women are the same and even those women who 
can track their cycles are not always correct about the day it will come. The day a women's cycle 
starts can vary from being a few days off to being a few weeks off, depending on the women and 
the things that are happening to her body at the time. No to mention that for those who are very 
young, very old, or who have irregular cycles, hormonal imbalances and/or other health issues, 
trying to plan in advance can feel almost impossible. I can personally think of over a dozen times 
I've been in public and unprepared for my cycle to start and in at least half of those stories not 
only was I ill prepared, but I also had no means to solve my problem. I've had days where my 
cycle has started unexpectedly and I hadn't packed anything for it, had no money to buy 
anything, and/or any store that sold products was far enough away that to go there would mean 
ending up covered in menstral fluid and needing to not only buy the menstral products, but also a 
new pair of pants. That is why I am in support of this bill. I understand that products can not 
reasonably be provided in every facility as it would be difficult to manage the distribution of 
those products, but for those places who can, I feel it should be mandated that they provide 
menstral products free of charge for those who need it. Menstrating is part of being a women and 
we should not be penalized for something that is beyond our control. Thank you for your time 
and consideration.  

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 2:45:14 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Jaworowski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am testifying in support of SB891 to require DAGs to provide menstrual products at no cost in 
women's and gender neutral restrooms in the public buildings it controls.  I teach at a community 
college and I've experienced firsthand the situation of women caught short in our buildings 
without access to menstrual products. For a while, I was spending my own money to buy 
tampons at Costco and bringing them in to stock one of the restrooms in my building.  We don't 
require people to pack their own toilet paper, so why would we expect them to always have on 
hand the menstrual products they need to get comfortably through the day? Our honors society, 
Phi Theta Kappa, is currently stocking some of the restrooms on our campus, but students should 
not have to run from building to building to find the products they need to have a comfortable 
and healthy day. Please ensure that women who need period products can have access to them in 
every state-controlled building.  

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 12:14:06 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

pahnelopi mckenzie Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB891 as free menstral products free of charge and available in all public spaces. 

 







SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 9:05:37 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Trina Orimoto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and McKelvey, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members, 

I am testifying in strong support of SB891. 

Mahalo for your care for our community! 

 







SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 9:34:47 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shani Butts Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am testifying in support of SB891 to require the Department of Accounting and General 
Services to provide menstrual products at no cost in each covered restroom of each covered 
public building. 

In addition, this bill is an initiative that takes steps to address menstrual inequity by reducing 
health risks, alleviating the burden of period poverty, and protecting the dignity of all 
menstruating people. Menstrual products are a basic necessity akin to toilet paper, hand soap, 
and other personal hygiene products, but are economically out of reach for a growing number of 
menstruating girls, women, and gender-diverse people. Establishing wider access to free 
menstrual products would help to ensure more inclusive and equitable access to public facilities, 
reduce barriers faced by visitors to state buildings meeting basic needs, and promote greater 
menstrual equity in the State. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 10:02:39 AM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Malia Oguma Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

SB 891 is necessary for Hawai'i to move closer towards ending period poverty. We should all 
have access to quality, free period products.  

 

















SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 12:46:12 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaahu Alo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura and Chair McKelvey, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members, 

I am testifying in support of SB891 to require the Department of Accounting and General 
Services to provide menstrual products at no cost in each covered restroom of each covered 
public building. Furthermore, the bill requires access for all menstruating people by providing 
products in womens and gender-nuetral restrooms. 

Its a basic need that should not stop students from attending classes or feel uncomfortable should 
they be mentrating while on campuses.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 1:30:43 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

SHARON T. NOHARA Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB891 which will give free period products access in state restroom facilities. Many 
menstruating citizens due to cost or limited access may find difficulty in getting products when 
needed. Menstruating products should be classified with sanitary/hygiene products like toilet 
paper, soap and paper towels. It should be readily available in all restroom facilities for easy 
access.  

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 2:00:51 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia Texeira Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Members of the Committee, 

I am writing to express my support for Senate Bill 891, which seeks to provide free 
menstrual products in government building restrooms. 

Access to menstrual products is a basic necessity for half of the population, yet many 
individuals struggle to afford these products, leading to missed work or school and an 
increased risk of health problems. Providing free menstrual products in government 
buildings will help ensure that all individuals have access to these necessary items and can 
go about their daily activities without any added stress or discomfort. 

Additionally, this bill is not only a matter of public health but also of gender equality. 
Women and people who menstruate often face higher costs and societal stigmas related to 
their periods. Providing free menstrual products in government buildings sends a message 
that the needs and rights of all individuals are valued and respected. 

In conclusion, I strongly urge the committee to pass Senate Bill 891 relating to menstrual 
products. Please provide free menstrual products in government building restrooms and 
beyond. This bill will improve the health, well-being, and equality of individuals who 
menstruate and make government buildings more inclusive and accessible for all. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Texeira 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 2:20:57 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kainani Wagner Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Members of the Hawaii State Legislature, 

I am writing to express my support for Senate Bill 891, relating to the provision of free 
menstrual products in government building restrooms. 

As a resident of Hawaii, I believe it is important for our government to prioritize the health 
and well-being of all individuals, regardless of their financial status. Providing free 
menstrual products in government buildings is a crucial step in ensuring that individuals 
who menstruate have access to the necessary hygiene products during their period. 

Furthermore, offering free menstrual products can also help reduce the stigma 
surrounding menstruation and encourage open discussions about menstrual health. This 
will go a long way in promoting menstrual hygiene and reducing the number of girls 
missing school due to lack of access to menstrual products. 

I strongly believe that SB 891 will have a positive impact on the health and well-being of 
individuals who menstruate in Hawaii and I urge the Legislature to support this bill. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kainani Wagner 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 2:27:28 PM 
Testimony for GVO on 2/7/2023 3:50:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aulani Wagner Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Members of the Hawaii State Legislature, 

I am writing to express my support for SB 891, relating to menstrual products. 

As a woman, I have personally experienced the inconvenience and embarrassment of 
unexpectedly needing menstrual products and not having them readily available. Providing 
these products for free in government buildings would ensure that all individuals, 
regardless of their financial status, have access to the necessary hygiene products during 
their period. This is a basic necessity and a right that should be afforded to everyone. 

In addition, the provision of free menstrual products can also help reduce the stigma 
surrounding menstruation and encourage open discussions about menstrual health. This 
will go a long way in promoting menstrual hygiene and reducing the number of 
people missing school due to lack of access to menstrual products. 

I strongly believe that SB 891 will have a positive impact on the health and well-being of 
individuals who menstruate and I urge the Committee to support this bill. Thank you for 
your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Aulani Wagner 

 







Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

Dr. Cara Chaudron (with support from many students in my middle school class) 

 



r.cabradilla
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